K9 Policy Statement 

	SARCON 2010 SAR DOG ATTENDANCE POLICY

As professional K9 SAR handlers, it’s critical that we have complete control over our canines at all the SARCON 2010 events. To that end, these policies apply to SAR K9s at any level of training that will be present at SARCON or attending any workshops, social events, vendor areas, and field problems. All efforts should be made to ensure that the policy is followed and appropriate canine etiquette demonstrated at all times. All perceived infractions of these policies will be reported to and reviewed by the SARCON Incident Commander.  After review, a determination will be made as to whether an infraction of policy did occur. All decisions are final.
Penalty for determined infractions shall be as follows:
· Minor infraction – the canine will be expelled for a single day of SARCON 2010 events.

· Major infraction – the canine and the handler will be expelled for the duration of the SARCON 2010 event.
SAR K9 POLICY
1. The SAR K9 must be registered as attending the SARCON 2010.

2. The K9 handler must have in their possession or with their vehicle at SARCON 2010 the following documentation:

Current records showing current vaccinations that shall include at a minimum: Rabies, DHLP/DAP (distemper, parvovirus and adenovirus type 2).

Documentation of certification as a Mission Ready K9, apprentice K9 in training, or LE certification.

No canines under the age of six months will be allowed without prior approval by the K9 track leader.

Any presenter may ask a SAR K9 to leave their field problem at any time. Failure to comply will be considered a minor infraction.

Any SARCON official may ask a SAR K9 to leave an official function at any time. Failure to comply will be considered a minor infraction.

Any registered SAR K9 that nips (teeth on skin or hair) or bites a person or another dog will be guilty of a major infraction.

Any SAR K9 defecating within the conference facilities outside of designated areas will be guilty of a minor infraction. Multiple incidents (2 or more) will be considered a major infraction.

All handlers are expected to use designated relief areas only at the SARCON sites and handlers will clean up waste immediately. Those not cleaning up immediately after their dog will be guilty of a minor infraction and more than one occurrence will be considered a major infraction.

SAR K9s are not allowed at any time in food preparation areas, dining areas, or classrooms. Failure to adhere will constitute a minor infraction.

No bathing and or grooming of SAR K9s in meeting rooms or other areas of the facility or in lodging accommodations. All canine hair shall be properly disposed of. Failure to comply will constitute a minor infraction. Maintenance repairs or clean up due to non-compliance will be the responsibility of the handler.

SAR K9s shall be on leash at all times on conference premises unless they are participating in a field exercise that requires them to be off lead. Failure to comply will constitute a minor infraction.

Canines shall be confined in crates and quiet when left unattended in rooms unless lodging policy dictates that canines may not be left unattended in rooms, in which case lodging policy takes precedence. Reports by facilities owners to management or observances by SARCON personnel shall constitute a minor infraction.
Lodging policies for dogs will be adhered to. Handler assumes all responsibility for costs incurred from their K9 to lodging or conference facilities and assumes all responsibility for damages incurred such as chewing, scratching, among others, to property.
SAR K9s left in vehicles parked on facility property shall be confined and quiet when left alone. SAR K9s may not be tied out to vehicles, trees, or other structures at any time. Reports by facilities owners to management or observances by SARCON personnel shall constitute a minor infraction.

Care shall be taken to ensure that the environment is suitable for the animal to be in the vehicle. Failure to comply can seriously compromise the health of the K9 and shall constitute a major infraction.

When not at the SARCON facilities, proper etiquette and adherence to local animal control ordinances is expected. Handler should provide name and contact information upon demand. Failure to comply will constitute a major infraction.

SAR K9 ETIQUETTE
1. Call to a handler from a distance, asking permission to approach, prior to walking up to him/her and their SAR K9.

2. Maintain at least two leash lengths distance between your SAR K9 and any other unknown canine. 

3. Do not place your SAR K9 down next to an unfamiliar SAR K9. 

4. Do not allow your K9 to play wildly in front of other K9s if requested by the handler. 

5. Be polite to other participants who may have a fear of dogs.
6. Do not allow your SAR K9 to approach vehicles.
SAR K9 FIELD PROBLEM POLICY:

Teams working field problems MUST be on time or their time slot will be relinquished.

I, ___________________________, have reviewed the above policies and agree to abide by these policies at all SARCON functions.

Dated_______________ Signature of handler__________________________________

Printed name of handler_________________________ Phone number_______________

Team or Agency affiliation__________________________________________________

IMPORTANT: A SIGNED COPY OF THIS POLICY MUST BE IN THE K9 HANDLER’S POSSESSION AT ALL TIMES WHILE ON CONFERENCE GROUNDS. HANDLER WILL PRESENT THE SIGNED COPY OF THIS FORM IMMEDIATELY TO ANY SARCON OFFICIAL UPON REQUEST.



